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BILL ARMSTRONG’S STUDIOS

100 Albert Road South Melbourne

Main Studio 1965/1973

2



100 and 110 Albert Road

South Melbourne
3

St Kilda Road

Kings Way



First 16 Track Optro 

in the world, 

(and Australia) 

Modified

 Optro Console, mixing down 

to a well used

Ampex AG 440 2trk, 

Mono Byer/Rola.

41971



51971

Built in Oscillator

 Vari-Speed



Graham Owens

Engineer Here you can see the 16 in monitoring 

section Graham Thirkell added when 

the OPTRO 16 track machine was 

installed, 16 individual monitoring 

inputs with three aux sends, two for 

foldback and one fx send.*

61971



Graham Owens

Engineer

7

This was the control 

configuration when I started in 

late 1972. 

I didn’t work in this room, but 

was called in to get cigarettes 

and mixing fluid (scotch) for 

the engineers.

Here you can see the 16 in monitoring 

section Graham Thirkell added when 

the OPTRO 16 track machine was 

installed, 16 individual monitoring 

inputs with three aux sends, two for 

foldback and one fx send.*

1971



8

NEUMANN U67/77 NEUMANN U47 VALVE KM86 KM74/84

ASSORTED ELECTRO-VOICENEUMANN U47 (Later) AWA/RCA

AKG D-224Es and AKG D-202ES, D-12 SONY. BEYER
1968



100

110

Bill Armstrong’s Expansion

Late 60s Early 70sStudio Four 

Downstairs. 

Palmerston Cres

4trk then 8trk >>

Front Office >>
Two V/O Studios
Dub Room 
Plus Maintenance

Studio 

One  >>

9

64
Holiday Job. 1970>>

Bilcock & Copping

Film Production

Upstairs. Hired 1971
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Bilcock & Copping Film Productions

Edward McQueen Mason - Film Editor
1971

Rob Copping - Cinematographer                                            David Bilcock - Director
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Orders/Dispatch (mail). Neg Matching. Projectionist. Possible Assistant editor.

Bilcock & Copping Film Productions. 75-83 High Street St Kilda

*

St Kilda

Junction

1971

>>>

Jim Conway - Ass. Editor
1971



I lived here >>> 
(Port Melbourne)

100 Albert Rd >>>

^ 

Sky

110 Albert Rd >>>

Albert Park Lake

12

Kings Way

1972 (Image 1977)12



131972/3 Images Courtesy of Bill Armstrong



AMPEX 351 MONO x 3

Imported in as parts 

and 

built by Graham Thirkell

ROLA 77 MK3 x 5

Spread Around 

for 

Commercial mixes

My introduction to tape handling.

14

Dubbing Room at 110 Albert Road.1972

1972



151972



Control

Room

Vocal 
Booth

Air

Lock

Storage

Cables/Stands


(Iso Room)


19m

13.5m

Exit

To Foyer

Upstairs

ONE

180 BANK ST 

1972

Commercial Studios

180 BANK ST 

1972

Up

Down

Dispatch

Studio

5


Control
Booth

Control

Booth

Studio

4

1972 FoyerStudios

Maintenance

Tape 
Storage

Basement

Level

Garage

4 5

2 1

Machine 
Room

11 m

Studio

One

>>>

Vocal 
Booth

TWO

6.5 m

180 BANK ST

1972

1st Floor  

Loading 

Dock

Air


Lock

Upstairs 
Offices

Air


Lock
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Machine 
Room

11 m

Studio

One

>>>

Vocal 
Booth

TWO

6.5 m

180 BANK ST

1972

1st Floor  

Loading 

Dock

Air


Lock

Upstairs 
Offices

Air


Lock
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Graham Owens 

StudioTwo180 Bank Street 1972/73

—————

Original OPTRO 20 input - 6 Group output console 

from Palmerston Cresent?

—————

2nd OPTRO 16 track delivered and 

AMPEX AG440 2 track 

with Dolby A Noise reduction (above). 

181973 Images Courtesy of Bill Armstrong



191972

Control

Room

Vocal 
Booth

Air

Lock

Storage

Cables/Stands


(Iso Room)


19m

13.5m

Exit

To Foyer

Upstairs

ONE

180 BANK ST 

1972



201971

Studio Two

Control 

Back Wall

Studio One

Control

Back Wall

Studio Two 

Control Room

Images Courtesy of Bill Armstrong

<<< Studio

       Admin

Studio Two

Control Room

Window
Studio One 

Main Space



211971

Studio One Build 180 Bank St

Studio One 
Control Room

Window

Images Courtesy of Bill Armstrong



221972/3 Images Courtesy of Bill Armstrong

Studio One 180 Bank Street

Original OPTRO Console from 100 Albert Road (now 32 input)1972/73



Studio One 180 Bank Street

Original input OPTRO (now 32 input) Console from 100 Albert Road 1972/73

231972/3

Bill with his mono cutting Lathe (W&G)

Eventually Set up in Studio One Vocal Booth

Images Courtesy of Bill Armstrong



Bill Armstrong, Roger Savage with 

Gene Pitney(?)

Ern Rose and Graham Owens

Studio Two 180 Bank St.

John Sayers

100 Albert Road

24
*



Mike Brady

Peter Sullivan

Peter Best

Bruce Rowland Bruce Woodley

Some Commercial/Jingle Writers Mid 60s/70s

Others include: Hans Poulsen. Peter Jones. Geoff Hales. Don Mudie (Ex_Axiom). Tweed Harris. Ian Mason. Keith Moore.

John Farrar John Hawker

251972



Commercial Production - Voice Overs

Commercial Engineer/Producer Philip Webster Studio 5 (Also Keith Fowle and Andrew Wiltshire)

261972 Images Courtesy of Bill Armstrong



Commercial Production

                                                                      Ampex 4trk                    Jenny Woods JWT. Andrew Wiltshire, and Me.  Studio 5. 

271972



NAGRA  IV-S with a couple of KM84s (wandering SFX recording)

281973 *



291973

Festival Hall April1973

John Sayers

Wed. Apr.18 - Festival Hall, West Melbourne, Melbourne, Victoria



30

DEMOLITION OF 100 ALBERT ROAD

1972/3 Images Courtesy of Bill Armstrong
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Peter Dawkins (EMI) John Farnham

1972/3
Tweed Harris. Ian Mackenzie. Denis Gibbons 

Studio Two

Brian Cadd Studio One Bank St

Images Courtesy of Bill Armstrong



321973



Alex Stitt Designer. Peter Brown Architect

331973

Studio Two Studio One

Studio 

Two

Studio 

One

Studio 

Five

Studio 

Four

Images Courtesy of Bill Armstrong



Marleen Gandy: Dispatch

341973

Studio 

Five

Dispatch

Images Courtesy of Bill Armstrong



35

Bill and Roger kept looking for partners to 

help with the expansion of the studio.

J Alberts and Sons was one of those 

possible partners.

Ted Albert second from the right. 

1973



361974



37

ABC Orchestra (now MSO) recording the Bruce Smeaton 

score for ABC TV series ‘The Seven Little Australians’. 

Geoff Hales Conducting

1974

<<Bill Glassford
(Session Booker)

<<Don Scott 
(MSO 

Orch. Leader)

*



Studio One -180 Bank St. MSO Players Moonlighting 

(Geoff Hales Conducting Here)1973/74
38



Melbourne Pops Orchestra - For The Good Times 

Arranged by Brian Rangott RCA 

(3AK Beautiful Music) 391973



Melbourne Pops Orchestra - For The Good Times 

Arranged by Brian Rangott RCA 

(3AK Beautiful Music) 401973

My First Orchestral Recording/Mix



411973/74

EMT Plates x 2.  One rebuilt by Graham Thirkell

AKG BX20E1 REVERB UNITS



421973



43

David Syme Ltd (Fairfax/The Age) buys 

Bill Armstrong Studios in March 19741974



441974

16 Track Optro, 

plus other gear 

moved to 

Commercial 

Studios



451974

Simple outboard gear



461974 *

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jpb3idXxFWU


471973 *



48

OPTRO DIGI-PATCH 9600 CONSOLE NEW ARRIVAL STUDIO ONE 1974

1974



491974

OPTRO DIGI-PATCH 9600 CONSOLE NEW ARRIVAL STUDIO ONE 1974



501974

BILL DUFF (FESTIVAL). ROSS COCKLE. ERN ROSE

CAT STEVENS

*
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IAN MACKENZIE. ERN ROSE. BILL DUFF (FESTIVAL). CAT STEVENS. ERN ROSE

1974 *



521974/75



53 Photos courtesy of Roger McLachlan

LRB First Single 

Curiosity Killed The Cat

Geoff Skewes: Clavinet

1975



54

Very First Line Up:

L > R - Shorrock, Pellici, McLachlan, Formosa, Birtles, Gobbles.

*



AUDITRONICS SON OF 36 GRAND
551975



LITTLE RIVER BAND 
1st ALBUM

Studio 2 
180 Bank St 

South Melbourne
1975

561975



US Album Cover - Capitol/Harvest

57

Australian Album Cover - EMI



58 Images courtesy of Roger McLachlan*



Images courtesy of Roger McLachlan59



601975 60



61
1975

AAV

Food>>

Silver Top Cafe 

Open 24hrs

The Only Late 

Night Food 

61



62

ROBIN GRAY (EX-CHANNEL 0/10) JOINED AAV IN 1975

1975



631975



64

Joe Cocker. Michael Lang Manager

1975/77



651975/77

Bobby Keys (Sax) Joe. Nicky Hopkins (Piano)AAV Mobile. Michael Gudinski Joe Cocker. Michael Lang Manager



661976 *



671976 *



681976 *

Photos courtesy of Roger McLachlan



691977 *



701977 *



711977

David Briggs, Graeham Goble, Glenn Shorrock, Beeb Birtles, John Boylan, Ross Cockle. 1977



721977

George McArdle, Glenn Shorrock, Ross Cockle, Beeb Birtles. 1977



73

AUSTRALIAN                         USA (some After Hours tracks).          Producer: John Boylan

1977



74

Great Personnel over the years.



751977

Ray Rivermonte (Songwriter)  Emory Gordy (Bass), Hal Blaine (Drums), Danny Wheetman (Gtr), Herb Pederson (Gtr), Me.

Glen D. Hardin (Piano) & James Burton (Gtr)

The John Denver Band (Ex Elvis Presley)

Images courtesy of Nigel Thompson

https://www.discogs.com/artist/844320-Nigel-Thompson


761978
Mixed Bag*



1979 77

Goodbye Digi-Patch



1979

WESTLAKE DESIGN STUDIO ONE

HARRISON 32 CHANNEL MR2 CONSOLE WITH COMPUTER VCA MIXING

78



WESTLAKE DESIGN STUDIO ONE

HARRISON 32 CHANNEL MR2 CONSOLE WITH COMPUTER VCA MIXING

1979 79



WESTLAKE DESIGN STUDIO ONE

HARRISON 32 CHANNEL MR2 CONSOLE WITH COMPUTER VCA MIXING

1979 80



WESTLAKE DESIGN STUDIO ONE

AMPEX ATR 102/104 - 1/4_1/2 inch MM1200 2 inch1979 81



821979

240,000 Sold October 1979

*



831979
MOSTLY LIVE



841979 *

SSM - AVALANCHE



851980
RECORDED APRIL 1980

Produced by David Briggs
*



861980

RECORDED 21/22nd July

MCI 500 Console 

JH24 track

*



871980/81

First Holiday 80/81

*



AAV - Studio One 180 Bank St -1981

L > R: Peter Sullivan(Piano)  Don Stevenson(Gtr)
Tony Naylor(Gtr)  Mike Clarke(Bass)

Peter Best(Composer)  Ron Sandilands(Drums)

881981



1981 89

Recorded 22FEB Festival Hall. Mixed Studio One 23FEB for FM Playback.*



1981 90

Recorded 22FEB Festival Hall. Mixed Studio One 23FEB for FM Playback.*
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Recorded by Roger Savage and Ross Cockle. Mixed by Ross Cockle. Studio One Bank St

1981



92

Movie and TV Soundtracks and Themes



1981 93



1981 94

In 1981 The Angels recorded live performances at four hotels - The Comb 

& Cutter, The Astra, Sylvania Hotel & The Manly Vale.

*



1981 95*



1981 96



97

Recorded and Mixed by Roger Savage and Ross Cockle. Studio One Bank St.

1981



1982 98

                  Cherokee. Carl Wilson, Skunk Baxter.                    Westlake Studios.                                      Sunset Sound. 

                  Wonderland West Hollywood                           Stevie Wonder’s Renovation1950s Radio Studio

Los Angeles



1982 99

                  Record Plant LA                                                                                                                        The Complex. George Massenburg

                 Glen Glenn: Post Audio                                       Paramount  Pictures                                           Studio M (at Paramount)

Los Angeles



1982 100

                      The Power Station                                    A&R Studios                                                    Electric Lady Land

                                                       Radio City                                      Sterling Sound                                  George Marino Mastering

New York



1982 101

                     Olympic                                                                                Olympic Control                                  Keith Grant

                                       Air Studios (Oxford Circus)                                            The Town House                             

London



1982 102

Recorded 82/83 Festival Hall/Hordern Pavilion 



1982 103

4 Sided Vinyl Released in 1986. Side 2 & 3 Recorded 82/83/84 in Australia



1982/83

Karen Knowles. Arranged/Produced by Ross Burton.

104



1984

1984/1985

105



1983

Recording Simon & Garfunkel AFL Park Waverley

106

KEYBOARDS: Richard Tee

DRUMS: Carlos Vega

SYNTHESIZER, ORGAN: Bill Payne

GUITARS: David Brown, Fred Tackett

BASS: Wayne Pedzwater

HORNS: John Eckert, Gerry Niewood,

Mark Rivera, Danny Cahn

and The Jessy Dixon Singers

Prod/Eng: Roy Halee

Election Day 5 March 1983



1983 107

KEYBOARDS: Richard Tee

DRUMS: Carlos Vega

SYNTHESIZER, ORGAN: Bill Payne

GUITARS: David Brown, Fred Tackett

BASS: Wayne Pedzwater

HORNS: John Eckert, Gerry Niewood,

Mark Rivera, Danny Cahn

and The Jessy Dixon Singers

Prod/Eng: Roy Halee

Recording Simon & Garfunkel AFL Park Waverley

Election Day 5 March 1983



1983

Andrew McVitty. David Wilson. Bill Tauske. Jeremy English. Kaj Dahlstrom.

108*



1983

Recorded Sydney/Melbourne Mixed Studio Two Released Dec.1983

109

Friday 22nd July 1983



1983
No.1 NZ No.1 Germany. Top 20 USA. Australia

110

Lisa Edwards 

Angel High Vocal

*



1983
No.1 NZ No.1 Germany. Top 20 USA. Top 10 Australia

111*



1121984
Mobile Recording Update



1984

SONY DASH 24 TRACK (G.Lyall. Me. Doug Brady Test Session)

113



1984
SONY DASH 24 TRACK FIRST RECORDING IN AUSTRALIA

114

*



1984

Co-Managers: David Wilson-Commercial. Ross Cockle-Music

115



1984/85

Start Procedure for Commissioning SSL 6000  

116



1986

1984/1985

117



1985 118*



1985 119

My Last Album on staff at AAV



1986 120

Australian Crawl did me in…….


